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Happy New Year!

This is the first Transportation e-newsletter coming from the South Alabama Regional Planning
Commission. We hope everyone had some time off this Holiday Season to get ready for 2012; we
have a lot going on! We felt the time was right for a “green” transportation newsletter as 2012
looks like to be an interesting year with the new transportation funding bill, 2010 Census data,
new Federal regulations, and the appropriations bill; we want to keep everyone informed as to
what is going on in the transportation world. Please keep a look out for our transportation e-
newsletter every Friday, and if you have any comments, questions or suggestions, please let us
know. As always, thank you for your continuing support.

Sincerely,
Kevin Harrison, Tom Piper and Monica Williamson

Strategic Sessions T January 12 & 13

This will be our 15" Annual meeting and this years meeting will be
more important than ever as we discuss topics such as The Coastal
Recovery Plan, ALDOT and MPO updates, Transportation Planning
initiatives, Community and Economic Development challenges,
Workforce Development, etc. Our guest list will include local Alabama Legislative
Delegation, County Commissioners and Mayors from out three County Region (Mobile,
Baldwin and Escambia). During the Transportation Session, Kevin Harrison will be
updating everyone on the Transportation Departments projects, and Mr. Jeff Wood with
Senator Jeff Sessions Office will be giving us an update on the next Transportation Funding
Bill.

Strategic Sessions will be held at the Hampton Inn and Suites in Orange Beach, Alabama on
January 12, 2012 7 January 13,2012. It is not too late to register. Please contact Grace
Crawford at (251) 433-6541 or email
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Baldwin ARRA

We

are
assisting the Baldwin County Commission with a stimulus grant for the Baldwin Rural Area
Transit System. This 100% federal grant, which is being channeled through the Alabama
Department of Transportation, totals $917,928. It is being used to make renovations to the
BRATS central office in Robertsdale, build a transit hub in Fairhope, buy bike racks for
busses, and purchase a storage shed. SARPC is administering the grant for Baldwin County,
overseeing the grant application, reporting, and managing the Architectural firm Thompson
Engineering, which is developing the plans and overseeing construction.

The Baldwin Rural Area Transportation System’s Tier 11 ARRA Stimulus Projects are
moving along at a steady pace:

1. Robertsdale Addition & Renovation-The addition to the existing building should be
completed by January 18, 2012. At that point, the renovation of the existing building
will begin with a projected completion date of May 31, 2012.

2. Fairhope Hub-Thompson Engineering is finalizing the Project Manual for this
project by January 13, 2012. Once approved by the Baldwin County Commission
and ALDOT, this project will go out for bid. Completion of this project is
September-October 2012.

JARC-DHR

As some of you are aware (MPO and TCC/CAC members), SARPC has been selected
to broker transit trips in Mobile County for those individuals that meet the requirements
of this DHR project. Generally, the requirement is outside of the WAVE Transit area
for low-income folks that need transportation to work that have biological children
living with them. This is funding through JARC (50% federal funds), while DHR is the
matching sponsor (50%). This is an opportunity for us to try and get people to work.

MOBILE-BALDWIN

In other programs, the CommuteSmart rideshare program continues to solicit commuters to
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carpool to work and we are working with the Alabama Department of Transportation and
the State Health Department to start a Safe Routes to School Education Program in Mobile
County. For more information about CommuteSmart, please call (251) 706-1CAR.

OD STUDY

Starting in January, the Company AirSage will begin collecting data from Verizon to be
used in conjunction with data we already have from Sprint, for our Origin- Destination
Study. This is a study we are conducting to refine our travel demand forecast model. By
collecting this data, we will be able to generate matrices of aggregated zonal trip patterns
for the Mobile Urban area. This has been done once in the United States to the Census Tract
level, but never to the detail we are conducting it. There is a lot of data we are expecting
from this study and we will keep you posted.

FHWA Seeking Environmental Justice
Comments

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) is proposing changes to its order on
Environmental Justice, . The changes are intended to
continue FHWAGs commitment to Environmental Justice while taking emerging issues and
trends into consideration. FHWA has shared the proposed updates to the FHWA Order with
NADO to offer our membership opportunities for feedback before the order is finalized. If
you have comments on the draft order, please copy NADO Associate Legislative Director
Jennifer Walsh ( ) when you contact the Department of
Transportation. Feedback must be submitted by January 20, 2012 and should be directed to
Sharlene Reed, at : Kenneth Petty at

, or Harold Peaks at , in the
FHWA, Office of Planning, Environment, and Realty.

Transportation Reauthorization, 2011 in Review

Efforts to pass a new federal surface transportation authorization bill moved slowly ahead this
past year, resulting in two short-term extensions of the 2005 highway and transit law known as
"SAFETEA-LU," which expired Sept. 30, 20009.

House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee Chairman John Mica, R-Florida, began the
year holding field hearings across the country to prepare for drafting reauthorization legislation.
U.S. Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood asserted in January that he was confident a multiyear
bill could be passed by Congress and signed into law before the congressional summer recess
began in August. The Obama administration proposed in February a $556 billion, six-year
reauthorization bill but didn't identify any means of paying for it. February ended in uncertainty
with only a week left until federal appropriations and authorization were set to expire.

President Barack Obama signed legislation in early March extending highway and transit
programs for seven months after the House and Senate passed the seventh SAFETEA-LU
extension.

The Senate Finance Committee weighed several options in May to pay for along-term
reauthorization, and that same month the bipartisan leadership of the Senate Environment and
Public Works Committee released the outline of draft legislation (“*Moving Ahead for Progress in
the 21st Century") that would reauthorize the nation's surface transportation system for six years
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at a level of $339 hillion.

House T&I Committee Republicans responded in July by unveiling a six-year, $230 billion
reauthorization proposal, which was immediately objected to by Democratic committee leaders for
cutting highway and transit investment by a third. Senate Democrats also objected to the low
funding amount proposed. Senate Environment and Public Works Committee leaders produced in
late July a two-year, $109 billion reauthorization bill outline and held a hearing at which Nevada
Transportation Director Susan Martinovich testified as then-president of the American
Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials.

After summer recess, Congress returned in September and approved a six-month surface
transportation extension valid until March 31, 2012 -- the eighth SAFETEA-LU extension. Mica
told reporters in October that his long-term reauthorization bill would now maintain current
funding levels over six years after he was given permission from House Republican leadership to
seek additional revenue.

House Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio, pledged in early November to move a multiyear
reauthorization bill by year's end packaged with expanded domestic energy production. During
the following week, the Senate EPW Committee unanimously approved its two-year highway
reauthorization legislation after releasing the measure's full text. Two other Senate committees
with jurisdiction over reauthorization (Finance and Banking, Housing, & Urban Affairs) did not
mark up their sections this year, and the question of how to generate additional revenue to offset
the bill's costs remains the key undetermined provision.

The year concluded in December with the House of Representatives pushing back its
reauthorization work until 2012 and the Senate Commerce, Science, & Transportation Committee
approving four safety, freight, and research components that will be folded into the portion passed
earlier by the EPW Committee.

Alabama Industrial Access Road and Bridge
Program

Administered through ALDOT, the Industrjal access funds are intended to provlije_adequate
PUb|IC access tg new or expanding distribution, m nﬂfacturm and industrial firms. The
ndustry must be committed to _new investment and the creation of_new jobs. Funds are
limited’to construction, construction engineering and Inspection ¢osts. The pr fect SpONsor Is
respongsible for all preliminary engine rgng right-of-way acquisition and utility relocation
costs, The application submittal should include a notification’ acknowledgment letter from
the director of the Alabama Development Office. The application period is open twice a

}(Oegrr].d'lr'lgtraepurrent deadline is January 271" 2012. The application and instructions can be

Public Mass Transit for Elderly, Disabled and Job Access Funding
Opportunities

In the coming weeks there will be several fundin oRgortunltles for public
mass transit projects that relate to eI_d_erIP/, disabled and job access. Please
keep. iIn mind that in order.to be e|(I:?Ib e, a_project must meet a need
identified in the Human Services Coordinated Transportation Plan, avallable
n the. Publications s%ctloq of our website. If your organization is interested in
agpllyln for any of } ese funds, please let us know soO that we can insure that
you receive an application.

A FTA 5310 Grant for Elderly and Disabled Mass Transit funding. This grant is

administered through the Alabama Department of Transportation (ALDOT).
The application pefiod is open in early spring (usually March).

A FTA 5316 (Job Access Reverse Commute, JARC) Grant for mass transit
services to and from work and work related trips.

A For the rural areas (outside the Mobile MPO Urban Area) the grant is

administered through the Alabama Department of Senior Services
(ADSS?]. The application period is open in_early Spring (usuaIIK March)
A “For the Urban Area the grant is administered through the Wave

Transit. The application period is usually in the spring or early summer.
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» FTA 5317 (New Freedom) Grant for mass transit services that go above and
E’flx%ld the minimum requirements of the Americans with disabilities Act

* For the rural areas (outside the Mobile MPO Urban Area) the grant is
administered through the Alabama Department of Senior Services
(ADSS). The application period is open in_early spring (usuaII%March).

 For the Urban Area the grant is administered through the Wave

Transit. The application period is usually in the spring or early summer.

Local Sustainability Matching Fund Announced

In partnership with the Urban Sustainability Directors Network, the Funders' Network is
pleased to announce the formation of the Local Sustainability Matching Fund. The Fund has
been created with leadership support from four Network members: the Kendeda Fund, the
New York Community Trust, the Summit Foundation, and the Surdna Foundation.

The purpose of the Local Sustainability Matching Fund is twofold: to catalyze
partnerships between local government sustainability directors and local, place-based
foundations, including community foundations, and to advance important community-based
sustainability initiatives. The Fund will provide partnership investments between $25,000
and $75,000, with a 1:1 match required by one or more local foundation. The Network
anticipates that the Fund will support up to ten partnership projects in the first year in two
rounds in the spring and fall of 2012.

The application deadline for the first round is March 5t and you may

. Applications must be submitted in MS Word and use the
application . The Network will host a conference call to provide more
information on the fund and review the selection criteria. The call will be held on January
24th, at 2:00 p.m. Eastern, and you may register for the call by

A selection committee comprised of foundation representatives and urban sustainability
directors will make selection decisions on behalf of the matching fund, and awards will be
announced on May 5, 2012. For more information on the Local Sustainability Matching
Fund, please contact Ann Wallace at or 617-524-92309.
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