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Infrastructure may be back on the table with a gas tax, and will “Infrastructure” be the Kumbaya for the D’s and the R’s? See Legislative Updates. There 
was a public meeting this week on Montgomery to Mobile Passenger Rail, and could there be Autonomous Vehicles (AV) workers in Alabama? see In 
The News.  Sing a Song this week Just For Fun.   
 

Check out ALGO Traffic before you travel! 
 
Anthony Johnson, Monica Williamson, Tom Piper, and Kevin Harrison, PTP 

 www.mobilempo.org    Check us out on FACEBOOK  

 Mobile MPO Updates 
 

Mobile MPO meetings 
There was a Mobile MPO meeting recently.  The Destination 2040 Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) was modified to account for the tolling of the 
I-10 Mobile River Bridge. When the LRTP was adopted in 2015, tolling was not a financial commitment.  To assist in the planning process, the LRTP will 
be modified to account for the tolling along with changes to the Bike/Ped Element, the Environmental Justice Element, and the Future Traffic 
Volumes.  Also, the Mobile MPO adopted the PM2 performance measures for bridge and pavement condition, and there were various changes to be 
made to the 2016-2019 Transportation Improvement Program. Please see our web page for further details www.mobilempo.org 

 
US 45 Feasibility Study 
The final stakeholder meeting was held for the US 45 Feasibility Study; the presentation and maps can be found HERE  
 
In FY 2018, we had two public meetings, one in Mobile and one in Prichard with over one hundred citizens participating.  In addition to the public 
meetings, we had four stakeholder meetings. The stakeholder meetings started out strong with over 30 people involved. On August 1st there was a 
public input meeting at the Prichard City Hall, with an introduction from the City of Prichard Mayor, Mayor Jimmie Gardner.  Despite the weather, we 
had a pretty good turnout. Several comments were made pertaining to the study, and we gained some good input.  June 28th was the first public meeting 
for the US 45 Feasibility Study, and was held at Leflore High School. The meeting was well attended by nearly 70 people. Mobile City Councilman Levon 
Manzie was on hand to guide the meeting and answer questions. Nick Amberger, the City of Mobile Engineer was also present and assisted in answering 
questions posed by the public. Mr. Drew Davis with Volkert and Mr. Clifton Lambert with CERM presented the attendees with preliminary ideas 
developed in previous Advisory Committee meetings. These included road diets, sidewalk improvements, bike lanes, and roundabouts at key 
intersections. The final document is complete and may be found HERE. 

 
SARPC Transportation Video, this is what we do HERE 

 

Want to know what other SARPC departments do?  
Planning and Community Development 
Area Agency on Aging 
Employment and Economic Development 
 

 
TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (TIP) NOW ONLINE 
 
The TIP represents a four year program (2016-2019) for improvements in the various transportation systems located within the Mobile study area as 
identified in the Mobile MPO’s Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP), the twenty-five year plan for the Mobile Urban area Destination 2040. The LRTP 
establishes the transportation programs that are needed to meet travel demand by the study year and study area. LRTP projects that become funded 
are moved into the TIP and submitted to the Alabama Department of Transportation (ALDOT), where they are programmed into the State Transportation 
Improvement Program (STIP). For MPO projects, TIP project selection is based on priorities established by MPO member governments and the 
availability of funds through the Surface Transportation Attributable program. For other projects, ALDOT has discretion of project funding based on 
availability of funds from various types of funding categories.  Most often, projects in the TIP are derived from the LRTP. The TIP guides ALDOT in its 
annual allocation of funds for transportation improvements and becomes a part of the STIP. 
 
ArcGIS Online is now being utilized by MPO staff to map all federally funded surface transportation projects within our area. Check it out. 
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2016-2019 E-TIP HERE 

 

Stay Up To Date on the Mobile River Bridge and Bayway Project: 
http://mobileriverbridge.com/ 

 

 

Recent Scheduling Changes This Week for Mobile 
The target start date or project engineers estimated amount has changed for the following:  

RPO Updates 

 
RPO The South Alabama Regional Planning Commission (SARPC) held a meeting of the Rural Planning Organization (RPO) in September at the Baldwin 
County Central Annex in Robertsdale. 

The meeting was well attended and there was a lengthy discussion of current and future transportation projects in the rural areas of our region let by 
the ALDOT Southwest Regional Office. Other items on the agenda include: 

• Adoption of the minutes of the previous meeting 
• Review and adoption of the Fiscal Year 2019 Work Program (available for review online at http://www.mobilempo.org/RPODocuments.html 
• Updating the RPO Transportation Plan with Project List (available for review online at http://www.mobilempo.org/RPODocuments.html 

 
The Work Program for Fiscal Year 2019 includes a new task. This task involves assisting the Alabama Department of Transportation with hosting public 
meetings regarding the upcoming 2020-2023 Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). Further information about this endeavor will be 
forthcoming. Please watch our newsletter for more information. 
 
If you have any questions or comments regarding the items mentioned above, please contact us.  

 

Projects in Region Let December 7th, 2018  

 
ESCAMBIA COUNTY 

• For constructing the Planing, Resurfacing, Bridge Rail Retrofit, and Traffic Stripe on SR-113 from the junction of SR-3 (US-31) in Flomaton to the 
I-65 Interchange. Length 13.683 mi. The Bracket Estimate on this project is from $5,206,181 to $6,363,110 . 

MOBILE COUNTY  

• For constructing the Planing, Resurfacing, and Traffic Stripe on SR-163 from a point north of the I-10 Overpass (MP 8.680) to the junction of SR-
16 (US-90) and the Illinois Central Railroad Crossing (MP 11.104). Length 2.424 mi. The Bracket Estimate on this project is from $769,994 to 
$941,104  

• For constructing the Interior Lighting on SR-42 (US-98) in the Bankhead Tunnel in Mobile. Length 0.641 mi. The Bracket Estimate on this project 
is from $1,144,817 to $1,399,220 . 

• For constructing the Seawall Replacement on SR-188 located at MP 10.220 to include the Relocation of Movable Barriers and Gate Arms at the 
J. A. Wintzell Memorial Bridge in Bayou La Batre. The Bracket Estimate on this project is from $1,949,859 to $2,383,161 . 

BALDWIN COUNTY  

• For constructing the Intersection Modifications to include Turn Lane Improvements on SR-3 (US-31) at the junction of SR-225 in Spanish Fort. 
Length 0.121 mi. The Bracket Estimate on this project is from $159,588 to $195,052. 

What’s Under Construction? 
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Project Status 

Legislative Updates 
 

The Finance 202: Infrastructure may be back on the table with a gas tax to pay for it 

 

By Tory Newmyer 

November 15 at 8:26 AM 
THE TICKER 

 

President Trump sits in the cab of a truck as he welcomes members of American Trucking Associations to the White House in March 2017. (Alex Wong/Getty Images) 
The White House has teased a pivot to infrastructure so often that it’s become a running joke about the administration’s inability to stay on message: 
“Infrastructure Week” now stands for whatever the Trump team would rather be talking about besides the latest headlines about West Wing intrigue.  
 
But the Democrats’ midterm performance has revived prospects for addressing the nation’s crumbling roads, bridges, highways and transit systems. 
Odds of a breakthrough remain long. Yet those working on the issue say there is a path forward. And it is widened by the administration’s eagerness 
to notch a bipartisan win after a bruising election — while jolting a slowing economy heading into the next one.  
 
The biggest roadblock is how to pay for it. Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.), who discussed the issue with House Democratic leader 
Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) after the midterms, said Wednesday that any package would need to be funded.  
 
One big caveat: Republicans love to talk about offsetting the cost of big-spending legislation, but they eagerly got behind the GOP tax overhaul that is 
expected to add $1 trillion to the deficit and they also embraced a $1.3 billion budget deal last March that was heavily panned for its rampant spending. 
The deficit grew by $100 billion in October, a 60 percent increase from a year earlier — and it is projected to top $1 trillion a year by 2020. 
 
Advocates of a big infrastructure deal from both business and labor groups say increasing the gas tax provides the simplest solution. Congress hasn’t 
touched the levy since 1993. And a plan the U.S. Chamber of Commerce rolled out earlier this year to phase in a 25-cent increase would raise $394 
billion over ten years, by the group's math. That would provide a significant down payment on the $1 trillion in spending that both President Trump and 
House Democrats have called for.  
“I think it's going to be a challenge in the sense that it’s not something that’s politically easy to get done,” says Ed Mortimer, the chamber’s vice president 
of transportation and infrastructure. “All these members keep saying they want more infrastructure. If it’s so important to invest in, let’s have a serious 
discussion about the investments that need to be made.” 

Mortimer says the issue will be a top priority for the chamber in the next Congress, and it will press for a “long-term sustainable funding source … One-
time budget gimmicks or talk of repealing any part of the tax reform bill are nonstarters.” 

It remains to be seen whether Democrats in the House, where a bill is expected to originate, will be willing to embrace a tax increase that lower-
income people are likely to feel more acutely. 
 

Rolling back some of the GOP’s tax cuts for businesses and upper-income earners would be an easier sell for the party,forcing Republicans to choose 
between rebuilding public works and protecting the wealthiest. And Democrats got a taste of how dicey a gas tax can be in June when California 
Republicans knocked off a Democratic state senator in a recall campaign that focused on his vote for a 12-cents-per-gallon levy. (Then again, as the 
American Road & Transportation Builders Association points out, 96 percent of state lawmakers who voted for such a tax and then faced primaries this 
year advanced to the general election.) 
 
For now, House Democratic leaders are looking to the White House, trying to evaluate whether the administration is “willing to play ball,” one top 
House aide tells me. Trump discussed the issue with Pelosi; and in a potential sign of the Trump team’s seriousness, administration officials have also 
reached out to Rep. Peter DeFazio (D-Ore.), the likely House Transportation Committee chairman, and Rep. Richard Neal (D-Mass.), the likely Ways and 
Means Committee chairman, per people close to the process. 

 
Committee Leadership Shuffle 
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With Democrats set to take control of the U.S. House of Representatives after this week’s mid-term elections, Peter DeFazio (D-OR) is poised to become 
the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee Chairman when the 116th Congress is seated in January. The committee’s ranking member has 
yet to be determined, however. Sam Graves (R-MO) has announced he is running for the position – complete with a campaign website and leadership 
blueprint. Jeff Denham (R-CA) is a second likely candidate for the position if he holds off his challenger in a yet-to-be-called race. 
 
Though the Senate will remain in Republican control, there will likely be some changes in key transportation committees. Senate Commerce, Science 
and Transportation Committee Chairman John Thune (R-SD) is expected to become Senate Majority Whip in elections to be held next week and will 
relinquish his gavel to Roger Wicker (R-MS). Ranking Member Bill Nelson (D-FL) is headed to a recount in a close race in Florida, though he is trailing his 
opponent. Maria Cantwell (D-WA) is next in line, but if she declines the position, Amy Klobuchar (D-MN) would be next up. Senate Environment and 
Public Works Committee leadership remains the same, with John Barrasso (R-WY) as Chair and Tom Carper (D-DE) as Ranking Member. 

 
More Talk About Infrastructure 
 
In the wake of Tuesday’s elections, Congressional leaders and the White House have all spoken of the potential for an agreement on infrastructure in 
the next Congress. Potential Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) mentioned infrastructure in her victory speech on Tuesday night and Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) indicated he has already discussed it with Pelosi. President Trump said that he will look to the Democrats for a 
plan and will negotiate. Incoming Chairman of the House Transportation Committee Pete DeFazio (D-OR) has committed to delivering a major 
infrastructure package as well, though was quoted as saying he wants a “real” infrastructure bill with “real money,” an obvious nod to the 
administration’s proposal which was heavy on leveraging federal funds with private funds or higher requirements for local and state investment. 
This confidence is reminiscent of the period after the 2016 presidential election, which was followed by months of uncertainty and continually recurring 
“infrastructure weeks” and finally an administration plan that was dead on arrival. Perhaps things will be different this time, but the high degree of 
partisanship and impending presidential election – to say nothing of disagreements over how to pay for such a package – will likely prove to be too 
much to overcome for something to happen this year. 

 

Bridging The Partisan Divide: Can Infrastructure Unite Democrats And Republicans? 

By DAVID SCHAPER • NOV 12, 2018 
TweetShareGoogle+Email 

•  
An annual report by the American Road and Transportation Builders Association notes that there are now nearly 56,000 bridges 
nationwide that are structurally deficient. Both Democrats and Republicans say they're willing to work together on a plan to rebuild the 
nation's roads, bridges, transit and water systems. 

SPENCER PLATT / GETTY IMAGES 

 
The I-word is popping up again in Washington D.C.: infrastructure. 
 
It's one of the few issues on which President Trump and Democrats in Congress might be able to agree. Both sides say they're willing to work together 
on a plan to rebuild the nation's roads, bridges, transit and water systems. 
 
"It really could be a beautiful bipartisan type of situation," Trump said in his news conference last Wednesday. While he was combative on a lot of 
issues, this wasn't one of them: "We have a lot of things in common on infrastructure," he added. 
 
"Look, this guy's a builder. He gets it," says Rep. Peter DeFazio, the Oregon Democrat who is likely to be the incoming chairman of the House 
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee. "It sounds like the president is sincere and wants to deliver." 
 
Back in February, Trump outlined what his administration billed as a $1.5 trillion infrastructure plan, but it included only $200 billion in federal funding 
over 10 years, funded by unspecified cuts elsewhere in the federal budget, and it went nowhere with the Republican Congress. 
 
DeFazio has offered a $500 billion plan to repair, rebuild and expand the nation's highways, bridges and transit systems, funded by a 30-year bonding 
program paid off by increasing motor fuel taxes and indexing the gas tax to inflation. Other House Democrats, including leader Nancy Pelosi, have talked 
about a $1 trillion infrastructure plan. 
 
DeFazio says whatever the number ends up being, he is willing to work with the president on coming up with a variety of different funding sources. But, 
he says, "my bottom line is it has to be real. We can't pretend. There has to real money, real investment and it needs to be done soon." 
And there's the rub. 
 
"This is the buzz saw we tend to run into," says Beth Osborne, who served as a transportation official in the Obama administration and now heads the 
group Transportation for America. 
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"It will be more challenging than they realize [to reach agreement on an infrastructure plan], because it costs money, and we don't have a lot of money 
to spend these days," says Osborne. 
 
She says she is "hearing some very positive things" on infrastructure from both Democrats and the White House, but she doesn't see a clear vision for 
what the federal program will be. 
 
"They want to build, build, build," Osborne says, "And my question is, 'what do you want to build?' And until I know the answer to that question, I don't 
know how excited I am about what they're building." 
 
The American Society of Civil Engineers gives the nation's infrastructure a D-plus grade and says it would take at least $2 trillion more than is currently 
budgeted to bring our roads, rails, seaports, airports, levees, dams and water and sewer systems up to par. 
 
ASCE's Brian Pallasch says addressing such infrastructure problems has historically been done when government has been been divided, with 
Republicans and Democrats coming together to pay for it. 
 
"The last time we raised the motor fuels tax, way back in 1993, that was done in a bipartisan fashion. When Ronald Reagan raised the gas tax in the 
'80s, it was done in a bipartisan fashion with a Democratic Congress," he says. 
 
In its first two years, the Trump administration has favored rural areas with infrastructure funding and has held back and delayed funding to urban 
transit projects, even though Congress allocated those funds. 

 

Funding Opportunities 
 

FHWA’s Competitive Highway Bridge Program. 
 

Grants Notice 

Funding Opportunity Number: 693JJ318NF-HIBS 

Funding Opportunity Title: Competitive Highway Bridge Program 

Opportunity Category: Discretionary 

Opportunity Category Explanation:   

Funding Instrument Type: Other 

Category of Funding Activity: Transportation 

Category Explanation: Awards will be through allocation to State 
Departments of Transportation 

Expected Number of Awards: 75 

CFDA Number(s): 20.205 -- Highway Planning and 
Construction 

Cost Sharing or Matching Requirement: Yes 
 

Version: Synopsis 1 

Posted Date: Sep 05, 2018 

Last Updated Date: Sep 04, 2018 

Original Closing Date for Applications: Dec 04, 2018  Due date is 12/04/2018 at 
11:59 PM 

Current Closing Date for Applications: Dec 04, 2018  Due date is 12/04/2018 at 
11:59 PM 

Archive Date: Jan 03, 2019 

Estimated Total Program Funding: $225,000,000 

Award Ceiling: $225,000,000 

Award Floor: $0 
 

Eligibility 
Eligible Applicants: State governments 

Additional Information on Eligibility: State Department of Transportations are the only eligible recipients of this program. Local entities are eligible to apply through their State 
Department of Transportation. 

Additional Information 

Agency Name: DOT Federal Highway Administration 

Description: This notice announces a funding opportunity and requests grant applications for FHWA’s Competitive Highway Bridge Program. Division L of the 

Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2018, appropriated $225 million to be awarded by DOT for a competitive highway bridge program. Eligible applicants are States 

that have a population density of less than 100 individuals per square mile. The funds must be used for highway bridge replacement and rehabilitation projects on 

public roads that demonstrate cost savings by bundling multiple highway bridge projects. The FHWA will distribute these funds as described in this notice on a 

competitive basis in a manner consistent with the selection criteria. 

Link to Additional Information:   

Grantor Contact Information: If you have difficulty accessing the full announcement electronically, please contact: 
 
Dougles Blades Senior Bridge Program Engineer Phone 202-366-4622 
 
CHBPgrant@dot.gov 

 

 

Section 5307, 5310, and 5311: Using Non-DOT Funds for Local Match 

The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Administration for Community Living (ACL) has worked with the National Aging and Disability 

Transportation Center to clarify the ability of grantees to use Older Americans Act Title IIIB Supportive Services Funds to match Federal Transit 
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Administration (FTA) programs.  These FTA programs include Urbanized Area Formula Grants (Section 5307), Enhanced Mobility of Seniors and People 

with Disabilities (Section 5310), and Formula Grants for Rural Areas (Section 5311).  This information has been publicized  HERE 

 
FHWA Offers New Funding for Innovative Demonstration Projects 
New funding is available from the Federal Highway Administration’s Accelerated Innovation Deployment Demonstration program to encourage the 
transportation community to adopt proven innovations. Funding or the AID Demonstration program, launched in 2014 as part of the Moving Ahead for 
Progress in the 21st Century Act, was continued by the 2015 Fixing America’s Surface Transportation Act. Since AID Demonstration was introduced, 
FHWA has provided more than $43 million for 61 awards. 
 
Under the program, funding of up to $1 million may be awarded for projects that use proven innovations in any project phase, including planning, 
financing, operation, structures, materials, pavements, environment and construction. Applications are accepted on a rolling basis through Grants.gov, 
the federal government’s website for information on funding opportunities. For more information on the AID Demonstration program, contact Ewa 
Flom of the FHWA Center for Accelerating Innovation. 
 
The FHWA continues the Accelerated Innovation Deployment (AID) Demonstration authorized within the Technology and Innovation Deployment 
Program (TIDP) under the Fixing America's Surface Transportation (FAST) Act. The AID Demonstration provides incentive funding for any project 
activities eligible for assistance under title 23, U.S.C. in any phase of a highway transportation project between project planning and project delivery 
including planning, financing, operation, structures, materials, pavements, environment, and construction that address the TIDP goals. The Notice of 
Funding Opportunity (NOFO) published on September 1, 2016 (https://federalregister.gov/a/2016-21063) requests grant applications and provides 
selection criteria, application requirements, and technical assistance with Grants.gov during the grant solicitation period. 
 
Link to Additional Information:        FHWA Center for Accelerating Innovation Grants page 
 

 
Industrial Access Road and Bridge  
Industrial access funds are intended to provide adequate public access to new or expanding distribution, manufacturing and industrial firms. The 
industry must be committed to new investment and the creation of new jobs. The new access must be on public right of way for public use (state, city 
or county) and the project sponsor (city or county) must maintain the completed facility unless the facility consists of turn lanes, crossovers, etc., that 
are located on state highways. Industrial access funds are limited to construction, construction engineering and inspection costs. The project sponsor is 
responsible for all preliminary engineering, right-of-way acquisition and utility relocation costs. 
 
Prior to the date the qualifying (new or expanding) project is “placed in service,” the sponsoring entity or its local development agency must notify the 
Alabama Department of Commerce of its intent to claim the incentives under Section 41-9-202.1, Code of Alabama 1975. Effective October 9, 2008, the 
Industrial Access Road and Bridge Corporation application submittal should include the notification acknowledgment letter from the Secretary of 
Commerce. For more info, see HERE 

 
To stay up to date on all of the many grants that are available visit www.grants.gov. 
 

Just For Fun 
 

With the passing of Roy Clark this week, and the anniversary of Rolling Stone Magazine last week, we thought we would shake it up this week with 
some transportation related music.  Roy Clark was a musical genius, and did several transportation related collaborations with Clarence “Gatemouth” 
Brown like Take the A Train, Going Down this Road Feeling Bad, and Tabasco Road.  Here is a quiz across the genres, and the first one to submit to us 
all the correct answers, gets a free antique vintage highlighter (may not be functional).  
 

1. Gladys Knight and the Pips rode the midnight train to where? 

A. New York 

B. Texas 

C. Georgia 

D. Kansas 

 
2. Who wrote the song about leaving on a jet plane? 

 
3. Who originally recorded These Boots are Made for Walkin’ by Lee Hazlewood? Need a hint? Check out this video--HERE 
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4. Freddie Mercury wrote the popular Queen song Bicycle Race after seeing which popular bicycle race go by his hotel window? 

A. Tour de Suissee 

B. Britterium du Dauphine 

C. Tour de France 

D. Paris-Nice (Race to the Sun) 

 
5. Bruce Springsteen wasn’t tempted with silver or gold and loved his honey not because of her money, but for her what? 

Just in case you need a reminder…..Click HERE. 
 

6. As far as future transportation, maybe one day we will get to take a ride on Steppenwolf’s magic what? 

A. Broom 

B. Carpet 

C. Vacuum 

D. Tractor 

7. Which of the following colors does not get a mention in the Beatles’ song “Yellow Submarine”? 

A. Green 

B. Blue 

C. Red 

D. Yellow 

8. In the Hollies song “Bus Stop”, in what month did the singer finally ‘win’ the girl? 

A. April 

B. July 

C. August 

D. June 

9. Which “horse” songs tells about a journey through the desert, with such stunning lyrics as “The heat was hot and the Ground was dry”? 

A. Chestnut Mare 

B. Horse with No Name 

C. Wild Horses 

D. Crazy Horses 

10. Which of the following songs were sung by the Ted Mulry Gang? 

A. Let Me Be Your Car 

B. Drive My Car 

C. I’m in Love With My Car 

D. Jump in My Car 

11. What simple method of transport was used in the Melanie song “Brand New Key”? 

A. Scooter 

B. Skateboard 

C. Roller Skates 

D. Go Cart 

12. What was the name of the band the sang “who’s going to drive you home, tonight” ? 

13. And most importantly, which song is now stuck in your head?  I’ll give you a hint on the one running through my mind… 

 
 

In the News 
 

 

State bridge project draws mixed reviews at public hearing 
Posted by John Mullen LANGIAPPE| Nov 16, 2018 | Latest | 0  |      
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Mac McAleer likens the current traffic situation on Pleasure Island to the closing line of the famous Eagles song “Hotel California.” 

“You can check out anytime you like, but you can never leave,” McAleer said. 

He was one of more than 40 speakers at an Alabama Department of Transportation public hearing on an expedited and controversial road and bridge 

project planned for south Baldwin County. A standing-room only crowd greeted state and local officials at the Gulf Shores Activity Center on Nov. 15. 
 

State Auditor Jim Zeigler wasn’t one of those speakers saying the allotted two minutes wasn’t enough time for his questions. He said he has been 

seeking information from ALDOT since April on the project and intended to ask for it again in writing at the meeting. 

ALDOT PDF: INTRACOASTAL WATERWAY BOULEVARD CONNECTOR PROJECT 

“I have more questions than answers about the proposed additional bridge,” Zeigler said. “I hope to solve that with my specific requests for public 

records. We need to make sure that this $30 to $87 million-dollar project is the best use of our limited funds.” 

Some residents were downright giddy about the project, others expressed opposition and others emotionally talked about how their land was 

condemned to make way for the roadway. As proposed, a new road will branch off of the Foley Beach Express south of County Road 8 or what is now 

called Coastal Gateway Boulevard, and head south to a new bridge over Intracoastal Waterway just east of the Gulf Shores airport and only about two 

miles west of the existing toll bridge. 

McAleer, developer of LuLu’s and Homeport Marina and a former Krispy Kreme donut magnate, said visitors’ battles with traffic could begin to take a 

toll on the vital tourism industry. 

“What I know, as a group, we’re only as good as the worst experience our tourists have so we’ve got to make it the best we can,” McAleer said. “For 

many the worst part of that experience is when they load up that car on Saturday or Sunday and then they’ve got to go fight that traffic. It’s a horrible 

situation.” 

Former Gulf Shores firefighter Tony Diliberto supports the project even though it will quite literally come right through his living room. He heads to 

court in March in his fight to get a fair price for his property just north of County Road 4. 

“I’ve got a bullseye on my home,” Diliberto said. “I’m losing my home and I’ve lived in it for 40 something years and I’m still in favor of it. It’s not going 

to bring more traffic it’s just going to spread it out a little bit.” 

Joe Emerson, founder of the End the Bridge2Nowhere page of Facebook, said the better solution and use of taxpayer dollars would be a north-south 

road through Gulf State Park. 

“Our traffic problems in and around this area can be vastly improved by one build alone, a project that his been in the conception phase for over a 

decade,” Emerson said of a road through the park. “I recognize we desperately need a cross island corridor.” 

 

Passenger Rail Service Getting Closer to Reality 
Posted: Nov 15, 2018 9:56 PM CST 
Updated: Nov 16, 2018 9:37 AM CST 

  

by Ellis Eskew 
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A train service from Birmingham to Mobile may be in the future. But AECOM, the company conducting the study wants input from the public first. 

“What we want our stakeholders and what we want the public to tell us tonight, what makes sense? What would be important to them? What are the 
cities that they would like to connect with between Montgomery and Mobile,” said Brian Smart, AECOM planning manager. 

Montgomery residents got a chance to look over the study at an open house Thursday evening. People we talked to say they are interested in the rail 
service. 

“I think this is really exciting. I rode a couple of trains when I was overseas and it’s very normal. So to get this here, would be great and to go straight 
up to Birmingham really quick and go to Mobile, it would be really awesome,” said Sandrina Vaughn. 

“Awesome idea. I think it would make Alabama more marketable in a lot of different ways. And for my generation multi-modal transportation is all the 
rage, so I’d be happy to see this come to fruition,” said Phoenix Robinson. 

Surveys are also available for those interested in the rail service to give their input on how often they would use the service and how much they would 
pay for it and other travel destinations they would like to see on the route. 

“Actually look at what is out there, what are our potential routes, what are our potential alignments? We are going to take every comment into 
consideration and we will be back here in the spring of 2019,” said Smart. 

To take the survey, click here. 
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Digitalization is redefining the American economy for the 21st century, and that certainly applies to the transportation sector. The massive research 
and development around autonomous vehicles (AVs) has implications for safety, regulation, and the overallbusiness landscape. 

But AVs are just one component of the rapid digitalization of our mobility systems. New data and telecommunications systems, new transportation and 
urban designs, and new pilot programs from car-sharing to scooters are all part of this tectonic shift in how we get around. 

Focusing on the technologies alone, though, risks obscuring a critical question: Who will actually create, manage, and maintain AVs, other digital 
services, and the built environment around them? 

Considering how every corner of the country relies on transportation services of some kind, digitalization within the transportation sector promises to 
upend labor markets everywhere. Understanding the why, who, and where of digitalization’s impacts on the transportation workforce will be critical to 
ensuring these innovations deliver maximum value for society. In other words, it is crucial to examine the “digital mobility” workforce in greater depth. 

JOBS IN DIGITAL MOBILITY GO FAR BEYOND DRIVERS 

Efforts thus far to illuminate how digitalization will affect the transportation sector have fallen short. The media frequently overstates and oversimplifies 
the impacts of AVs, resulting in headlines that suggest every truck driver could lose their job. Other analyses tend to focus narrowly on transportation 
manufacturing or driver occupations, overlooking important segments like construction, maintenance, and logistics sure to be influenced by 
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digitalization. None looks at regional impacts. The result is a distorted picture of national and local labor markets—and an interested public still deeply 
unsure about exactly which jobs could be impacted. 

If digital technologies really will upend our mobility systems—and if that process is only likely to accelerate over the coming decade—then we need to 
start using a finer touch when it comes to workforce analyses. Recent studies and industry-led partnerships have helped reorient the discussion in this 
direction, pointing to the extensive number of workers and training platforms implicated by changes in the years to come. Other reports have 
considered all the various workers where driving is essential to perform their jobs—from childcare workers to personal care aides—with estimates as 
high as 1 out of every 9 workers nationally. 

A helpful start is to focus on those workers directly involved in overseeing and implementing the full lifecycle of automating and digitalizing our roads. 

JOBS IN DIGITAL MOBILITY EMPLOY AT LEAST 9.5 MILLION WORKERS 

To put all this in perspective—to ground what we mean by the lifecycle of automating and digitalizing our roads—let’s start with the people who already 
work in roadway-related industries and occupations. At minimum, there are millions of workers across hundreds of occupations in every region central 
to these efforts: 

o If we only counted workers employed across seven different “driving” occupations—including school bus drivers; transit bus 
drivers; drivers/sales workers; heavy and tractor-trailer truck drivers; delivery services drivers; taxi drivers; and ambulance drivers—the 
potential employment impacts would stand at 3.9 million in 2017. 

o However, the job of actually designing, building, and maintaining all of these new vehicle technologies falls to the wider motor vehicle industry. 
Employed in motor vehicle and parts manufacturing, automotive repair shops, and wholesale and retail operations, there is a whole set of other 
assemblers, salespersons, and mechanics that add up to another 3.8 million workers. 

o But the transition to digital mobility goes far beyond driving and the motor vehicle industry. Workers in transportation-related support 
industries—ranging from construction laborers and highway maintenance workers, to shipping clerks and logisticians, even surveyors—will all 
have to manage evolving responsibilities in the digital age. These wide-ranging occupations employ another 1.8 million workers. 

 

All told, we estimate that more than 9.5 million workers across 329 occupations in 2017—or more than 1 out of every 20 workers nationally—are likely 
directly exposed to changes in their work due to AVs and other digitalization. Most of these workers are not even drivers. Collectively, that means there 
are more workers in digital mobility than those employed in other sizable sectors like finance, real estate, or administrative services. We’re also not 
even counting the many people working in computing and telecommunications industries that are leading much of the R&D powering this transportation 
innovation. 
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EVERY STATE WILL FEEL IMPACTS FROM DIGITAL MOBILITY 

Yet these national numbers are just a start. Depending on the specific transportation industries and occupations concentrated within their borders, 
states and localities could feel automation and digitalization at different rates. 

What’s certain is that every state needs to be prepared. States with large transportation manufacturing sectors throughout the Midwest and Southeast, 
from Indiana to Alabama, employ above-average shares of their workers in transportation sectors affected by digitalization (at least 8 percent, compared 
to a national average of 6.7 percent). Michigan and Ohio, for their part, each employ more than 700,000 such workers. 

 

AV and other digital changes in the transportation sector are about far more than drivers and new car plants. These numbers suggest that no state or 
region is immune to the labor market uncertainties these innovations are set to unleash. Continue HERE 
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During the work session the Orange Beach council also discussed: 

• A resolution authorizing the execution of an agreement with the Alabama Department of Transportation for 

improvements to the intersection of Alabama 161 and Terry Cove Drive Road. And a resolution authorizing the 

execution of a Bond Agreement with ALDOT to conduct improvements the state right-of-way. 

 

The Wave Transit 2018 Stuff the Bus 
 

The Wave Transit System has announced the kick-off the 2018 Christmas Holiday season with our Annual 
Stuff the Bus Toy Drive!  
 
The purpose of the event is to make a child’s Christmas morning Memorable, Enjoyable and Festive.  
 
This year’s “Toy Drive” will be held on Saturday, December 1, 2018 from 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. at the Midtown Walmart, 101 East I-65 Service Road, 
Mobile, Alabama.  
 
In an effort to make the holiday season Memorable, Enjoyable and Festive for underprivileged youth, the Wave is soliciting donations (new / unwrapped 
gifts or toys) from your organization.   
 
Donations may be made the day of the event (at Walmart) or prior at one of the following locations: 
 
Mobile Community Action, Inc. 
461 Donald Street, Mobile, Alabama 36610 
                                                
The Wave Transit System-GM&O Transportation Center 
110 Beauregard Street, Suite 104, Mobile, Alabama 36602 
 
Thank you for your consideration and please contact Gerald Alfred at 251.338.0100 or via email, galfred@thewavetransit.com for additional 
information.  

 

Transportation Research 
 

Transportation Safety Planning and the Zero Deaths Vision: A Guide for Metropolitan Planning Organizations and Local Communities 
FHWA has released this new guidebook geared towards MPOs and local stakeholders to reduce fatalities and serious injuries across transportations 
systems. To address this, USDOT seeks to foster collaboration across all stakeholders to improve the behaviors and conditions that impact these safety 
outcomes. The Guide seeks to assist MPOs, communities, and other transportation agencies to utilize, implement, and evaluate their safety planning 
processes to further the zero deaths vision. 
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16. Abstract  

This publication is a handbook for States, metropolitan planning organizations (MPOs), local and tribal governments, and other transportation 
practitioners that includes a toolbox for advancing Community Connections considerations in the transportation planning, project development, and 
design processes. The toolbox describes the existing analytical tools, public involvement strategies, planning and design techniques, and operational 
improvements that can be used to implement Community Connections. Additionally, the Handbook includes 16 case studies that highlight projects in 
urban, suburban, and rural communities where Community Connections considerations have been successfully applied. 

 

The Data Collected by Dockless Bikes is Helping Cities Map Your Movement 

Dockless bikes use a combination of GPS, 3G wireless connections, and solar power to transmit their location to providers and consumers. Providers, 
and the cities they partner with, have unparalleled access to rider behavior and are leveraging this knowledge to meet the needs of their consumers. In 
South Bend, IN, Lime is providing aggregate statistics on travel and heat maps showing where most riders occur in the city. South Bend used this data 
to paint drop-off areas for the bikes and is now hoping to use this information to plan for new bike paths and lanes. Lime is also working with cities to 
identity a format that makes it easy for them to pull data from multiple operators into their databases to analyze with their own tools. 

 
Transportation Safety Planning and the Zero Deaths Vision: A Guide for Metropolitan Planning Organizations 
and Local Communities 
FHWA has released this new guidebook geared towards MPOs and local stakeholders to reduce fatalities and serious injuries across transportations 
systems. To address this, USDOT seeks to foster collaboration across all stakeholders to improve the behaviors and conditions that impact these safety 
outcomes. The Guide seeks to assist MPOs, communities, and other transportation agencies to utilize, implement, and evaluate their safety planning 
processes to further the zero deaths vision. 

 
Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPO): Transportation Partnerships for the 21st Century 
This work will deliver a historical review and contemporary analysis of the institutional structures and performance of MPOs, producing conclusions and 
lessons learned that are relevant to current challenges. This research will address ways in which MPOs can respond more nimbly and effectively to 
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rapidly changing transportation demands, conditions, and technologies. It will provide a range of strategies and tools drawn from cases and practice in 
order to better equip MPOs and MPO-state partnerships in planning, maintaining, and improving transportation systems for U.S. metropolitan areas 
and the economies reliant on those systems.  
Staff Contact: Harlan Miller, 202-366-0847 

 
Identification of High Pedestrian Crash Locations 
 
This FHWA guidebook presents a process to help state and local agencies identify high pedestrian crash locations and includes a literature review, case 
studies, and other research needed to develop a five-step process. 

 
 

New ADA Sidewalk and Curb Ramp Compliance App 
Download it Today 

 
http://www.vueworks.com/sidewalks-and-curb-ramps-application/ 
             
•       Simple to Use 
•       Download from Apple Store or Google Play 
•       Collect information at your pace 
•       Gathers ADA Compliance inventory and condition information 
•       Location is automatically collected in GIS 

 
Transportation Dictionary 

The USDOT released a searchable online dictionary that includes over 9,000 transportation terms and acronyms. The terms were collected from a variety 
of public and private transportation publications and databases. This dictionary presents over 9,000 terms and acronyms related to transportation. The 
terms and acronyms were obtained from various transportation publications and databases which exist within the federal government, private 
organizations, Canada and Mexico.  

Search Tips 

·        Sources are listed in parenthesis after the definition. 

·        None of the searches are case sensitive. Searching for PEDESTRIAN will produce the same results as searching for pedestrian. 

·       The Dictionary searches for the word, phrase or acronym as it is entered and returns all records that match or contain that word, phrase or acronym. 

For example, searching for pedestrian will return records for pedestrian and pedestrian walkway. 

Click HERE for the search engine. 
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