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The Alabama Legislative Roadshow has been going on all week and is wrapping up today. Our own Representative Margie Wilcox was named an Honorary 
Member of the Alabama Transportation Planner’s Association, See In the News for details and some familiar faces. In Legislative Updates, another government 
shutdown looms, while In Funding Opportunities, Recreational Trails virtual workshops have been announced. This week’s Just For Fun highlights an innovative 
approach to funding the proposed I-10 Mobile River Bridge.  
Have a great weekend.  
 

Check out ALGO Traffic before you travel! 
www.mobilempo.org    

 Check us out on FACEBOOK;  SARPC Transportation Video, this is what we do HERE 
Want to know what other SARPC departments do?  

• Planning and Community Development 

• Area Agency on Aging 

• Employment and Economic Development 
  
Anthony Johnson, Monica Williamson, Tom Piper, and Kevin Harrison, PTP 
  

Mobile MPO Updates 
 
 

New MPO Members 
The Mobile MPO has 6 new members: 
 
Councilman, City of Prichard  Hon. George McCall, Jr.   
Mayor, City of Chickasaw- Hon. Barry Broadhead 
Mayor, City of Satsuma- Hon. Mark Barlow 
Mayor, City of Creola- Hon. Don Nelson 
Mayor, City of Bayou La Batre- Hon. Henry Barnes, Sr. 
Mayor, City of Semmes- Hon. Brandon Vanhook 
 
To Councilman Lorenzo Martin of Prichard, Mayor Byron Pittman of Chickasaw, Mayor Thomas Williams of Satsuma, Mayor William 
Criswell of Creola, Mayor Terry Downey of Bayou la Batre, and Mayor David Baker of Semmes- Thank you.  Thank you for participation in 
not just the Mobile Metropolitan Planning Organization, but the South Alabama Regional Planning Commission as well. Your passion for 
your communities is not unnoticed, and it has been a pleasure to work with each one of you.  We are always here if you ever need anything 
from SARPC.    
  

The MOBILE AREA TRANSIT SYSTEM FEASIBILITY STUDY  
 
VIA and its sub-consultant, Goodwyn, Mills and Cawood, have completed The MOBILE AREA TRANSIT SYSTEM FEASIBILITY STUDY REPORT 
 

There was a presentation by VIA at the Human Services Coordinated Transportation Plan public meeting  on October 1, and a stakeholder meeting several weeks 
ago concerning the study.  VIA presentation potential types of operators and potential operating budget is HERE.  A big challenge is going to the local community 
support and matching funds.  
 

The current health crisis has affected the potential outcome of the study.  The intent of the study was to find potential local sponsors to match federal funds to 
create a transit system to operate throughout Mobile County to connect with WAVE Transit.  The sponsors would have provided assistance through subscriptions 
or contracts for commuter trips. The current price of gasoline, and the threat of contracting virus on buses, may put a strain on ridership of a new 
system.  However, there are still people in need of transportation, and there is some thought that regardless of the price of gasoline, there will be an increased 
number of distressed people due to the economy, that will need transportation.  This may be the perfect time to consider transportation throughout Mobile 
County.   
 
All documents pertaining to his study are  HERE.   
 
 

ENVISION 2045 IS THE LONG RANGE TRANSPORTATION PLAN (LRTP) 
The LRTP is multimodal in scope, and is based on public input, and a travel demand forecast model.  In 2019, an online survey was conducted with almost 150 
respondents.  Questions ranged from where is the worst congestion, what roads need improvements, problems with the transit systems, etc.  There were a lot 
of comments about the I-10 Mobile River Bridge and the potential for tolls.  Prior to the online survey, staff also conducted a South Alabama Freight Forum, 
which was an opportunity to hear from large manufacturers and trucking companies, to find out what the top issues are concerning the movement of freight in 
South Alabama. The Bicycle / Pedestrian plan was updated, and the public transit section was authored by the Wave Transit, less the Demand Response Transit 
Study. The Climate Change element, or Extreme Event Planning, remained almost unchanged from Destination 2040 LRTP.  
 
The LRTP Envision 2045 was adopted by the Mobile Metropolitan Planning Organization on April 22, 2020.  
 
More information on the new plan can be found at https://www.envision2045.org/ 
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FY 2020-2023 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (TIP)  NOW ONLINE 
The TIP represents a four year program (2020-2023) for improvements in the various transportation systems located within the Mobile study area as identified 
in the Mobile MPO’s Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP), the twenty-five year plan for the Mobile Urban area. The LRTP establishes the transportation 
programs that are needed to meet travel demand by the study year and study area. LRTP projects that become funded are moved into the TIP and submitted to 
the Alabama Department of Transportation (ALDOT), where they are programmed into the State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). For MPO projects, 
TIP project selection is based on priorities established by MPO member governments and the availability of funds through the Surface Transportation Attributable 
program. For other projects, ALDOT has discretion of project funding based on availability of funds from various types of funding categories.  Most often, projects 
in the TIP are derived from the LRTP. The TIP guides ALDOT in its annual allocation of funds for transportation improvements and becomes a part of the STIP. 
  
ArcGIS Online is now being utilized by MPO staff to map all federally funded surface transportation projects within our area. Check it out HERE.  
 

Recent Scheduling Changes This Week for Mobile 
 
None this week.  
 

South Alabama RPO Updates 

The South Alabama Regional Planning Commission (SARPC) met last month using the GoToMeeting app. The agenda included: 

 

• Adoption of the minutes of the previous meeting (these will be sent out soon) 

• Review and adoption of the Fiscal Year 2021 Work Program (available for review online at: 

http://mobilempo.org/RPO/RPO%20Documents/2021%20Documents/Draft%20FY%202021%20RPO%20Work%20Program.pdf 

• Review and adoption of the Fiscal Years 2020-2023 Human Services Coordinated Transportation Plan (available for review online at: 

http://mobilempo.org/Documents/Planning/FY2021/2020-2023%20HSCTP%20for%20SARPC.pdf 

The RPO Transportation Plan Project List (available for review online at http://www.mobilempo.org/RPODocuments.html SARPC Rural Planning Organization  

Projects in Region Let December 4th, 2020 
 

MOBILE COUNTY  

• For constructing the Planing, Resurfacing, Guardrail Steel Blockout Replacement, and Traffic Stripe on SR-16 (US-90) from 0.340 mile east of the Cochrane 
Bridge to 0.360 mile west of the Tensaw River Bridge in Mobile. Length 2.935 mi. The Bracket Estimate on this project is from $2,051,743 to $2,507,686 . 

 

• For constructing the Planing, Resurfacing, and Traffic Stripe on SR-188 from MP 4.640 to the junction of the Bayou La Batre - Irvington Highway in Bayou 
La Batre. Length 3.845 mi. The Bracket Estimate on this project is from $738,956 to $903,169. 

 
BALDWIN COUNTY 

• For constructing the Planing, Resurfacing, and Traffic Stripe on SR-182 from the West City Limits of Orange Beach to the Perdido Pass Bridge. Length 3.283 
mi.  The Bracket Estimate on this project is from $1,476,709 to $1,804,866. 

 

• For constructing the Micro-Milling, Resurfacing, and Traffic Stripe on SR-180 from a point near the Fort Morgan Historical Site (MP 0.000) to the junction 
of SR-59 in Gulf Shores. Length 20.779 mi. The Bracket Estimate on this project is from $2,197,622 to $2,685,982 . 

 

ESCAMBIA  COUNTY 
None at this time  
 

What’s Under Construction?  Project Status 
 

Legislative Updates 
 

 

Pelosi, McConnell Negotiate COVID-19 Relief with Transportation Aid 
Eugene Mulero |  December 7, 2020 

A new round of COVID-19 relief that includes transportation aid is on the congressional radar as the U.S. House and Senate prepare to adjourn for the year. 

Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) recently suggested her team is negotiating with Senate counterparts on potentially advancing a near-trillion-dollar pandemic 
measure as early as this month. The emergency aid likely would be attached to a fiscal 2021 funding measure meant to avert a federal government shutdown. 

Funding authority expires Dec. 11, and a bipartisan COVID-19 aid framework unveiled last week is proposing $45 billion for transportation systems. 

“When I spoke to [Senate] Leader [Mitch] McConnell yesterday, we talked about the possibility of putting a COVID package on the [fiscal 2021 funding] omnibus 
bill,” Pelosi said Dec. 4. “But he and I, being appropriators, know that if you are going to do that, you have to have an omnibus bill. And so, we have to work through 
all of the provisions that are still unresolved there. We’re making progress.” 

The bipartisan group of lawmakers, led by Sens. Joe Manchin (D-W.Va.) and Mitt Romney (R-Utah), plan to reveal the legislative text for their $908 billion relief 
framework this week. Of that proposal, $45 billion would be directed for airlines, airports, the bus and transit systems, and Amtrak’s operations; $16 billion for 
vaccine development and distribution; $10 billion for the postal system; and $10 billion for child care assistance. 

As Manchin explained Dec. 1, “The bipartisan, bicameral framework announced today proves that we can reach across the aisle and create meaningful compromise 
that will help those who need it most for the next few months.” 

COVID Emergency Relief Framework by Transport Topics on Scribd 

McConnell (R-Ky.), who champions aid and liability protection for small businesses, in addition to aid for health care and school systems during the pandemic, 
called on colleagues to focus on the possible. 

“Let’s do what Congress does when we want an outcome. Let’s make law on all the subjects where we agree, on all the areas where President [Donald] Trump is 
ready to sign bipartisan relief into law,” McConnell said Dec. 3. 
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The adjournment for the post-election lame-duck session is expected to occur prior to the Christmas holiday. Any additional relief from Congress ideally would 
appear as the federal apparatus and state agencies announce the logistics associated with distributing the COVID-19 vaccines. 

 

 

Biden eyes infrastructure package to help economic, climate goals 
BY REBECCA BEITSCH - 12/07/20 
The Biden administration is eyeing a major infrastructure package as a way to boost the economy and advance its climate priorities, with lawmakers on both sides 
of the aisle eager for progress after four years of fits and starts under President Trump.  

Democrats and Republicans alike agree that the nation’s crumbling roads and bridges are badly in need of repairs, but those bipartisan sentiments were’t enough 
to get a trillion dollar spending bill across the finish line during the Trump administration. 

The coronavirus pandemic, however, has created an opening for large spending bills, and infrastructure proponents are hoping there will be momentum for 
legislation early next year to help the faltering economy. 

While such legislation would aim to fund typical road and bridge projects, Democrats are likely to push for bigger investments in clean energy, transit, broadband 
and more that were laid out in Biden’s campaign proposals. 

But those ambitions could be hamstrung by the GOP’s renewed interest in battling the deficit, particularly if Democrats eye a transportation bill as a form of fiscal 
stimulus. 

“Now it’s time to either raise the user fee or deficit spend, and if you’re opposed to both, there’s no place to go,” said Beth Osborne, director of Transportation For 
America, a group that advocates for more transit funding.  

Here are three areas to watch on transportation and infrastructure in 2021. 

 Green initiatives 

House Democrats have already laid out their vision for how an infrastructure package could be used to boost environmental priorities. A $1.5 trillion package 
passed in July, but not taken up in the Senate, tied funding to states ’ carbon reduction efforts and provided billions for drinking water, transit and clean energy. 
The measure also would create jobs between the construction ones normally associated with infrastructure by focusing on design, engineering and small business 
as well. 

Biden largely views his $2 trillion climate plan in the same vein, as a job creator. 

“Infrastructure has to be a central tool in this administration’s quiver,” said Bracken Hendricks, senior policy adviser at Evergreen Action, a group founded by former 
presidential campaign staffers for Washington Gov. Jay Inslee (D) who have pushed Biden to take bolder action on climate change. 

“With the recession, with the need for stimulus, there's going to be a need to move big capital investments into states and cities,” Hendricks added. 

With many cities preparing for the harmful effects of climate change, environmentalists want to make sure new infrastructure is responding to those needs.  

“I think there will be a suite of investments targeted less on transportation but physical resilience and hardening against disasters,” Hendricks said. 

Another central feature of Biden’s climate plan is a massive investment in renewable energy, pushing the utility sector to go carbon-neutral by 2035. 

On the federal level, achieving that goal will mean incentivizing the development and deployment of wind, solar and other renewable energy technologies. 

Also likely to be in the mix are efforts to weatherize homes, schools and other buildings to make them more energy efficient. Biden has called for weatherizing 2 
million homes and retrofitting buildings. 

A green infrastructure plan could be a less challenging lift, though difficult nonetheless, than trying to pass stand-alone climate bills rolled out by Democrats. But 
the climate angle would likely remain a hurdle for many Republicans who consider infrastructure a separate issue. 

 Transit 

Biden will take office at a time when transportation systems are reeling from a loss of ridership during the pandemic.  

His administration aims to boost public transportation as a key way to reduce emissions, since the broader transportation sector is the largest source of greenhouse 
gas emissions in the U.S. 

Under the House Democrats' infrastructure plan from earlier this year, the federal government would provide significant funding for rail and transit, as well as 
incentivize more frequent service — a key feature for recruiting riders — rather than lower operating costs. 

Osborne of Transportation For America warned that the longer Congress waits to pass COVID-19 relief, the greater the risk to public transportation systems that 
support the recovery by helping people get to work. 

“The money needs to go out and save transit if we want groceries on the shelf and want nurses at the hospital and if we want our economy to recover,” she said. 

But one of Biden’s biggest pushes has centered on electric vehicles and ensuring there is enough charging infrastructure nationwide to make their use more viable. 

His plan calls for reinstating the electric vehicle tax credit, knocking thousands off the purchasing cost. Meanwhile, some advocates are pushing for a reboot of the 
Cash for Clunkers program that was popular during the Great Recession, arguing it could provide significant economic benefits while also getting older fuel-
inefficient vehicles off the road. 
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Others are hoping Biden will lead by example and have the federal government transition to an all-electric fleet, using its procurement power to support the 
technology. 

 Broadband  

The pandemic has only further highlighted the disparities in broadband access and the need to get high-speed internet into both rural America and any household 
where children are attending school virtually. 

Bipartisan provisions to ease permitting of broadband projects were included in earlier COVID-19 relief packages, and broadband expansion as a whole has garnered 
support from both sides of the aisle over the years but with little in the way of significant funding.  

House Democrats proposed as much as $100 billion in funding for their infrastructure package, but it’s unclear if the bipartisanship will extend to that dollar amount 
in any legislation next year.  

Biden has called for universal internet access through either broadband or wireless 5G. 

“This digital divide needs to be closed everywhere, from lower-income urban schools to rural America, to many older Americans as well as those living on tribal 
lands,” the Biden campaign wrote in its infrastructure plan 

 

 

Senate Scrambles to Avert Government Shutdown at Midnight 
 
Erik Wasson December 11, 2020 

The Senate faces a potentially tumultuous session Dec. 11 as lawmakers struggle to complete critical legislation and avert a federal government shutdown at 
midnight. 

The chamber is scheduled to vote at 10:30 a.m. EST to limit debate on the giant annual defense-policy bill. Senators can then take up to 30 hours to debate the 
measure before a final vote Dec. 12. While those debates often don’t last the duration, unanimous consent is required to cut it short and move to a vote, and GOP 
Sen. Rand Paul has held up the bill over issues tied to a drawdown of troops in Afghanistan. 

Next up on the mission-critical list comes a stopgap spending bill to keep the government running until Dec. 18. The House voted 343-67 in favor of the bill on Dec. 
9, and the Senate’s approval is needed to get it to President Donald Trump to sign the measure before funding runs out. 

The stopgap measure also requires unanimous consent of senators to proceed Dec. 11, and it faces some hurdles. Progressive independent Sen. Bernie Sanders of 
Vermont and conservative Republican Sen. Josh Hawley of Missouri want a vote on an amendment granting most Americans a $1,200 stimulus payment. Sen. Rick 
Scott, a Florida Republican, is also holding up the vote, seeking a vote on a bill to withhold lawmaker pay for failure to pass a budget.  

Republican senators Ron Johnson, Mike Braun and James Lankford are also threatening to hold up the bill to force a vote on a measure to prevent future shutdowns 
by extending funding automatically whenever a spending bill expires. 

Legislative hostage-taking ahead of a government-shutdown deadline has become routine in the Senate, however, and closure still remains unlikely. 

If the deadline is missed, the White House budget office has some discretion to hold off on shutting federal agencies and furloughing workers over the weekend if 
a stopgap is expected to pass. 

The short-term spending bill is necessary because none of the 12 annual appropriations bills for the fiscal year that began Oct. 1 have been enacted and talks on 
an omnibus package wrapping them altogether have not yet been completed. 

Lawmakers are also hoping to use the omnibus bill as a vehicle for more than $900 billion in coronavirus-related stimulus. Talks on that measure are also stalled. 

 

Funding Opportunities 
 

FY 2021 Recreational Trails Program (RTP) Application Workshop Announced 
 
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs (ADECA) will be conducting a virtual application workshop for FY 2021 Recreational Trails Program 
(RTP) funds due to public safety concerns regarding COVID-19. The workshop will be held on Wednesday, January 13, 2021, at 9:00 am.  
 
Webex Meeting Information: 
 
Meeting number (access code): 177 254 0392 
Meeting password: 4vqVJ7GVG3P   
 
Join meeting 
 
Tap to join from a mobile device (attendees only) 
+1-415-655-0001,,1772540392## US Toll 
 
Join by phone   
+1-415-655-0001 US Toll   
Global call-in numbers 
 
Join from a video system or application 
Dial 1772540392@algov.webex.com 
You can also dial 173.243.2.68 and enter your meeting number. 
 
Join using Microsoft Lync or Microsoft Skype for Business 
Dial 1772540392.algov@lync.webex.com 
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RTP applications for FY 2021 will be accepted beginning Wednesday, January 13, 2021, through 12:00 Noon on Wednesday, March 3, 2021. Applications may be 
mailed to: 
 
                                    ADECA 
                                    CED Division – Recreational Trails Program 
                                    Attention: Ms. LaToya Edwards 
                                    Post Office Box 5690 
                                    Montgomery, Alabama 36103-5690 
 
                                    delivered to: 
                         
                                    ADECA 
                                    CED Division – Recreational Trails Program 
                                    Attention: Ms. LaToya Edwards 
                                    401 Adams Avenue, Room 524 
                                    Montgomery, Alabama 36104 
 
                                                 
or emailed to: 
 
                                    latoya.edwards@adeca.alabama.gov 
 
Please note that whichever method of submission is used, the application must be received by the CED Division no later than 12:00 Noon on Wednesday, March 
3, 2021. Questions regarding the program or application process may be submitted to Ms. Edwards at the email address provided above. 
 
Additionally, we will host a test session one week prior to the workshop. The test session will be at 9:00 am on Wednesday, January 6, 2021. The purpose of the 
session is for participants to be sure that all equipment is working properly so that they may participate in the workshop. The details for the test session Webex 
meeting are below: 
 
Meeting number (access code): 177 618 5493 
Meeting password: 5vrDtsPSj33   
                                                 
Join meeting 
 
Tap to join from a mobile device (attendees only)   
+1-415-655-0001,,1776185493## US Toll 
 
Join by phone   
+1-415-655-0001 US Toll   
Global call-in numbers 
 
Join from a video system or application 
Dial 1776185493@algov.webex.com             
You can also dial 173.243.2.68 and enter your meeting number.   
                                                 
Join using Microsoft Lync or Microsoft Skype for Business 
Dial 1776185493.algov@lync.webex.com 
 
 

 
Safe Routes to Parks Activating Communities Grants      
Safe Routes to Parks is accepting applications for its Activating Communities Program.  
Seven community non-profit organizations working in coordination with local agencies will receive funding and technical assistance from the Safe Routes 
Partnership to increase equitable walking, biking, or transit access to parks and green space. Applications are due by 11:59 p.m. PT on December 18, 2020. 
 
 

FY2021 Effects of Sea Level Rise (ESLR) (deadline 1/8/21) 

There is a notice of funding opportunity concerning the effect of sea level rise that has a relatively short time frame to submit a letter of intent.  This is the link 
to the grant program, https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=328992.  
 
NOAA-NOS-NCCOS-2021-2006594 
FY21 Effects of Sea Level Rise (ESLR) 
Department of Commerce 
This solicitation is to improve adaptation and planning in response to regional and local effects of sea level rise and coastal inundation through targeted research 
on key technologies, natural and nature-based infrastructure, physical and biological processes, and model evaluation. The overall goal of the ESLR Program is to 
facilitate informed adaptation planning and coastal management decisions through a multidisciplinary research program that results in integrated models of 
dynamic physical and biological processes capable of evaluating vulnerability and resilience under multiple SLR, inundation, and management scenarios. 
 

New CDBG GRANT Program 
To Address COVID-19 Impacts (currently no deadline) 
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs (ADECA) is in the process of developing a special Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
grant program to address COVID-19 impacts.  
 

DETAILS: Currently, no application deadline, grant ceilings or other program details have been finalized.  
MORE DETAILS WILL BE PROVIDED AT A LATER DATE; however, please download the guide below to get started and identify potential partners as needed.  
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CLICK HERE to download the Quick Guide to CDBG Eligible Activities to Support Infectious Disease Response that will assist applicants to begin thinking about 
possible project needs.  
 

Please note that applications to the CDBG program must be in the name of a local government as the applicant/grantee.   
 

Partnerships and agreements with other agencies/entities, etc. can be developed as necessary. CDBG projects must also benefit primarily low and moderate-
income people and this requirement will likely remain for the new funds. 
 

RESOURCES/ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 
The Department has technical assistance providers that may be available to assist grantees in their implementation of CDBG Funds for activities to prevent or 
respond to the spread of infectious disease.  
 

Please contact your local CPD Field Office Director to request technical assistance from HUD staff or a TA provider.  
Submit your questions to:  
CPDQuestionsAnswered@hud.gov 
COVID-19 (“Coronavirus”) Information and Resources: https://www.hud.gov/coronavirus  
CPD Program Guidance and Training: https://www.hudexchange.info/program-support/  
 
 

EDA CARES ACT RECOVERY ASSISTANCE (currently no deadline) 
OVERVIEW 
The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act, signed into law by President Donald J. Trump on March 27, 2020, provides the Economic 
Development Administration (EDA) with $1.5 billion for economic development assistance programs to help communities prevent, prepare for, and respond to 
coronavirus. 
 

EDA CARES Act Recovery Assistance, which is being administered under the authority of the bureau’s flexible Economic Adjustment Assistance (EAA) (PDF) 
program, provides a wide-range of financial assistance to communities and regions as they respond to and recover from the impacts of the pandemic. 

 

Opportunity Zones 
EDA's Opportunity Zone Web Page 
EDA now has an EDA Opportunity Zone Web page for economic development stakeholders and others to use as a resource to further help foster job creation 
and attract private investment to support development in economically distressed areas across the United States. 

 
Section 5307, 5310, and 5311: Using Non-DOT Funds for Local Match 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Administration for Community Living (ACL) has worked with the National Aging and Disability 
Transportation Center to clarify the ability of grantees to use Older Americans Act Title IIIB Supportive Services Funds to match Federal Transit Administration 
(FTA) programs.  These FTA programs include Urbanized Area Formula Grants (Section 5307), Enhanced Mobility of Seniors and People with Disabilities (Section 
5310), and Formula Grants for Rural Areas (Section 5311).  This information has been publicized  HERE 

 
To stay up to date on all of the many grants that are available visit www.grants.gov. 
 

Just For Fun (THIS IS SATIRE, AND JUST FOR FUN) 

 

In a new BOLD and INNOVATIVE approach to securing funding for the proposed I-10 Mobile River Bridge, ALDOT has 
embarked upon a controversial scheme to raise the needed funding, although it does seem to be having a somewhat 
detrimental effect on travel time in the Eastern Shore Area:  
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In the News 
 

Alabama Legislative Roadshow a Resounding Success 
This week was the Alabama roadshow, a creation of Representative Margie Wilcox, and the Joint Transportation Committee (JTC).  Representative Wilcox is the 
current chairperson of the JTC for the Alabama House and Senate. This is the first time that the staff members of MPOs and RPOs of the state of Alabama have had 
the opportunity to interact with all of the legislators within their ALDOT region at one time. This was a well-received event throughout Alabama and everybody 
learned from it. The first day represented the North Region of ALDOT and was held on Monday in Arab, Alabama. The second day was held in Jacksonville at 
Jacksonville State University in the VIP section of the stadium. The third day was West Central Region held in Tuscaloosa with a tour of the Alabama Transportation 
Institute, and Thursday was the Southwest region held in Mobile at the International Trade Club, with a tour of the I-10 Wallace tunnels. The fifth day of the 
Alabama roadshow was in Auburn, with a tour of the new Advanced Structural Engineering Laboratory, for the South East region of ALDOT.  All MPOs and RPOs 
presented, as well as Kevin Harrison presenting on MPOs, RPOs, LRTP, TIP and the STIP for the Alabama Transportation Planners Association. There was a trivia 
game that the legislators had fun with, and a poster session for one on one conversations with the MPOs and RPOs. Thank you to Chairperson Wilcox; your 
forethought into this event came from your experience of 30+ years with the Mobile MPO. For her efforts, Representative Margie Wilcox was named an honorary 
member of the Alabama Transportation Planner’s Association.  

 



 
 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 



 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 



 
 

 



 

Report urges Congress to reform surface transportation funding 

BY LIZ CAREY    DECEMBER 11, 2020  

With Congress and the president only funding surface transportation through September 2021, the Competitive Enterprise Institution has issued a report urging 

Congress to reform how surface transportation is funded. 

The CEI report highlights the shortfall within the Highway Trust Fund and a mismatch between who pays for roads and who uses them. While Congress is expected 

to tackle the funding issue starting in January, a new way of thinking about infrastructure funding needs to occur on the Hill, the report said. 

“Currently in the United States, 7 percent of bridges are structurally deficient, and 19 percent of major highway pavements have deteriorated. Yet, our existing 

financing structure has few tools to address the looming reconstruction challenges facing existing infrastructure,” the report said. “Meanwhile, the last large surge 

of federal “stimulus”-backed repair funding from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 largely went to simple pavement surface mill-and-fill 

projects that will soon need to be replaced from the ground up. Congress needs to address the inadequacy of existing legacy programs and answer the question 

of how to support economic growth while conserving existing infrastructure.” 

The report looks at the U.S. Interstate Highway System’s long-run average cost, using 60 years of financial records. Additionally, the report details the gap between 

cost and revenue, leading to a system that is becoming unreliable and deficient. The report also explores how some projects could be throttled by rural intercity 

travel and urban commuting and suggests there may be a middle ground between general fund spending and nationwide tolling in an atmosphere of “the 

expectation of ongoing public subsidy.” 

CEI recommends that policy-makers work to “return to a marketplace that values incremental infrastructure improvements, respects local governance, balances 

rural and urban access…, and enables personal wealth creation while fixing the trust fund cliff,” by normalizing infrastructure investment to find a missing financial 

metric that measure per intercity traveled person-mile and freight container mile, and adjusting economic models for vehicle time saved used to select projects to 

conform to actual consumer time-utility values that support marketplace rates. 

 

Elaine Chao Discusses Partnerships as Busy Year Draws to a Close 
 
Eleanor Lamb December 8, 2020 

After a year when the federal government confronted the challenges of the coronavirus while also developing frameworks to help guide transportation toward a 
future that promises to be reshaped by automated technology, Transportation Secretary Elaine Chao credited stakeholders for helping regulators propel the 
industry forward. 

Chao in an exclusive Dec. 3 interview with Transport Topics cited the partnerships the agency has forged as her proudest accomplishment as DOT leader — a tenure 
that stretches back to 2017 and the beginning of the Trump administration. She cited everyone from shipping groups and technology experts to state and local 
government officials, all of whom offer wisdom and experience grounded in their respective fields. 

“We understand that they know what they’re doing and their government is not this all-knowing command and control entity,” Chao said. Recently, she said 
partnerships with shipping entities, airline companies and government agencies have helped facilitate a plan for COVID-19 vaccines’ transport, taking into 
consideration the dry ice and lithium batteries needed for safe storage during movement. 

“We want to be a problem-solver,” Chao said. 

That also was true when the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration on her watch reviewed about 8,000 public comments in consideration of that agency’s 
eventual updates to hours-of-service regulations. Chao and former FMCSA acting Administrator Jim Mullen announced the new rules, which granted increased 
flexibility to truckers, May 14. 

To help the nation combat the coronavirus, FMCSA earlier this year issued relief for certain HOS regulations so that truckers could get needed supplies to hospitals, 
grocery stores and consumers. 

“We believe that operators of commercial vehicles know the conditions under which they work, and that they know best what are commonsense solutions,” Chao 
said. “The federal government’s not in the cabin, on the roads. The truck drivers are. They know how difficult their job is. We know how difficult their jobs can be.” 

In the coming years, automated vehicle technology will be a frontier of possibility for the transportation sector, Chao said. She noted that DOT must manage the 
dual responsibilities of building the transportation system of the future while addressing legitimate public concerns regarding safety, security and privacy. 

I also say to the innovators [of automated vehicle technology] that they need to share their enthusiasm with the rest of the country, because there are people who 
are hesitant, anxious [and] afraid of this new technology. 

In June, DOT launched the Automated Vehicle Transparency and Engagement for Safe Testing Initiative to increase transparency and inform the public about 
automated vehicle technologies. Chao said AV TEST serves as a way to increase public awareness of automated vehicle testing, acknowledging that some people 
are reluctant about such technology, perhaps harboring fear that it may displace them from their jobs. 

“I also say to the innovators that they need to share their enthusiasm with the rest of the country, because there are people who are hesitant, anxious [and] afraid 
of this new technology,” Chao said. “Consumer acceptance will be the constraint to growth.” 

Engagement with transportation technology experts and members of the public has been a focus during Chao’s tenure. 

https://transportationtodaynews.com/about/editorial-team/#lizcarey
https://www.ttnews.com/authors/eleanor-lamb
https://www.ttnews.com/authors/eleanor-lamb
https://www.ttnews.com/articles/fmcsa-publishes-final-hos-rule-granting-flexibility-drivers
https://www.ttnews.com/articles/fmcsa-issues-hos-relief-coronavirus-assistance-hauls
https://www.ttnews.com/articles/dot-launches-av-test-initiative


“With the [AV TEST] initiative itself, [my] baseline, initial thought is, ‘Yes, more please,’” Luke Stedke, managing director of communications and policy at DriveOhio, 
told TT. DriveOhio, which is supported by the Ohio Department of Transportation, ensures that state regulations and policies accommodate the development of 
infrastructure and technology needed for smart mobility. 

“The ability to establish relationships at the state, federal and industry level has been invaluable,” he said. 

In addition to increasing awareness surrounding automated vehicle technology, Chao has placed an emphasis on rural communities. The agency has split 
distribution of federal resources evenly between urban and rural areas through discretionary grant programs. Since January 2017, DOT has distributed nearly $300 
billion in funding, including more than $49.3 billion through 7,933 discretionary grant awards. 

The North Dakota Department of Transportation, for one, was awarded a $22 million Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development program grant to raise 
the grades of flood-susceptible roadways at 13 locations throughout the state. These rural roads are important for freight movement and, when closed, can force 
truckers to use routes that aren’t designed for heavy trucks. According to NDDOT spokesman David Finley, the department wouldn’t have been able to move 
forward with these projects without the grant. 

Also, the Michigan Department of Transportation received an Infrastructure For Rebuilding America grant for $25 million for the Blue Water Bridge Plaza expansion 
project. Spanning the St. Clair River, the Blue Water Bridge carries international traffic between Port Huron, Mich., and Ontario. 

“The federal funds will help MDOT officials continue with the plaza project as the department remains committed to improving the flow of people and goods at 
this important border crossing,” MDOT spokesman Jeff Cranson said. 

Chao said investments in rural areas are much needed, noting rural America experiences a disproportionately high rate of traffic accidents and fatalities. She said 
more than 36,000 bridges in rural areas have fallen into poor condition. Some 90% of load-posted bridges are in rural areas, which is troublesome for the heavy 
trucks that have to take detours to avoid them. 

In July, DOT unveiled an online toolkit to help those interested in participating in the Rural Opportunities to Use Transportation for Economic Success program. 
The resource, which Chao described as a way to level the playing field for interested groups, illustrates applicant requirements and sorts grant programs by 
applicant type and eligible project activities. 

“I come from rural America, and I know that rural America does not want a handout,” Chao said. “They just want equity in the distribution of federal resources. 
It’s an issue of equity, as well as safety.” 

 
 
 

 

Kay Ivey versus Chris Elliott and the bridge 
Posted by Jeff Poor | Dec 2, 2020  

 

Remember that time the state of Alabama was going to build a bridge to replace the existing I-10 Mobile Bayway, and it failed miserably because the governor and 

her administration made the ridiculous proposition of levying a $6-per-way toll on travelers? 

Well, it is making a comeback — the bridge proposal part, that is. 

In case 2020 has not been enough fun already, the local officials that make up the Eastern Shore Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) are kicking around the 

idea of resurrecting the I-10 bridge project – as they should. 

If you missed it or were not paying attention in 2019, the Eastern Shore MPO killed the project after removing it from its long-term Transportation Improvement 

Program (TIP) and making it ineligible for federal funds. 

Baldwin County is poised for historic growth over the next decade. As Mobile will remain the area’s hub, the existing I-10 Bayway-Wallace Tunnel system in place 

will not be a sufficient connector. 

If the project makes it back on the so-called TIP, that could mean another go-round with Gov. Kay Ivey and Alabama Department of Transportation (ALDOT) Director 

John Cooper on creating a new plan. 

State Sen. Chris Elliott, who represents the constituency that would likely be getting the most use out of any new or improved I-10 infrastructure between Mobile 

and the Eastern Shore, opposed working with our current governor’s administration. 

“I would say the issue with this project is not necessarily the need for it or even the funding mechanism for it — although that is obviously a problem if it involves 

a toll,” he said during an interview with FM Talk 106.5’s Sean Sullivan. “But rather — it is an issue of trust with this administration, with this ALDOT director. That, 

if you will forgive the pun, that bridge is burned. It has not been rebuilt, and I doubt that it will be. 

“I am not interested in discussing this bridge or a Bayway proposal at all until we have a new governor and a new ALDOT director,” Elliott added. 

The Baldwin County lawmaker has been embroiled in a feud with Ivey and members of her administration since the cancelation of the original plan — a “Taj Mahal” 

plan that ballooned from an estimated $850 million in 2014 to $2.1 billion in 2019. 

Elliott’s unwillingness to work with Ivey drew some objections, both public and private. 

“We can’t allow our opinions — and politics is like business,” U.S. Rep.-elect Jerry Carl said the next day in a radio interview responding to Elliott’s remarks. “When 

you start allowing your personal opinions to spill over into your job, that’s when you start making some poor choices. And working with the governor or working 

with her staff — we don’t have an option.” 

Was Elliott’s gesture a little aggressive? Definitely, but he isn’t wrong, and regardless of what one may think of Elliott, he is not the issue. A freshman state senator 

will not, nor is he capable, of making or breaking such a mammoth endeavor for creating a new means to cross the Mobile Bay. 

Elliott is a symptom of a bigger problem: a governor and a transportation director not acting in good faith to achieve a goal by any means necessary. And he is right 

because they almost succeeded if not for the Eastern Shore MPO. 

There is a strange political dynamic between the legislative and executive branches in Montgomery right now. It is probably more evident than at any time since 

George Wallace’s machine ran state politics. Members of the Alabama Legislature are afraid of publicly criticizing the governor. 

If you are a member of the Legislature and dare take such a bold step and speak out, there will likely be retribution. Very few are willing to be the one to step out 

of line because of either a political threat or one that could harm their district. 

Elliott was one of the few exceptions, and he has paid the price. 

If this was Robert Bentley instead of Kay Ivey, there would not be any drama. 

Nonetheless, this is a non-discussion if the 2019 plan was not such an overreach by the executive branch that makes such a gesture seem reasonable. 

The governor is responsible for the failed toll proposal. It wasn’t an act of the Legislature. It was the brainchild of an unelected bureaucrat in ALDOT Director John 

Cooper, who answers to the governor. 

There was no room for negotiation —$2.1 billion or bust. 

It was a bust. 

No number of radio and TV appearances in the Birmingham market by Ivey mattered. She may have successfully convinced most of the people north of Atmore 

that the locals were unreasonable in opposition. 

https://www.ttnews.com/articles/dot-unveils-applicant-toolkit-rural-communities
https://lagniappemobile.com/author/jeff-poor/


Regardless, be it reasonable or unreasonable — any plan will have to carry the approval of the local MPO, which is a lesson one would hope this top-heavy executive 

branch of state government has learned. 
 

 
 
  
 

Transportation Research 

ROUTES Initiative Webinar 

Benefit Cost Analysis (BCA) 

Wednesday, December 16, 2020 
2:00 - 3:30 PM ET 

Register here!  

Benefit Cost Analyses (BCAs) are required for most discretionary grants at USDOT, and can be one of the most challenging parts of the application. BCA is a 

systematic process for identifying, quantifying, and comparing expected benefits and costs of a potential infrastructure project. The information provided in the 

applicants’ BCAs will be evaluated by USDOT and used to help ensure that the available funding under the programs is devoted to projects that provide substantial 

economic benefits to users and the nation as a whole, relative to the resources required to implement those projects. 

This webinar will provide an overview of what BCAs are and what USDOT is looking for in grant applications, data resources that applicants can use to develop 

BCAs for their projects, and examples of how a BCA can be approached. It is geared towards potential applicants who are less familiar with the BCA process, but 

all are welcome. 

The webinar will consist of presentations from USDOT’s Office of the Chief Economist, which evaluates BCAs for many of USDOTs grants programs. This team 

also maintains USDOT’s guidance on conducting BCAs, the "Benefit-Cost Analysis Guidance for Discretionary Grant Programs" (released in January 2020). 

Questions about the webinar (including questions for the presenters to address) can be sent to rural@dot.gov. 

 

U.S. Department of Transportation Seeks Public Comment on Automated Driving System Safety Principles 

An advance notice of proposed rulemaking on ADS safety framework 
November 19, 2020 | Washington, DC 
The U.S. Department of Transportation’s National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) is seeking public comment on the potential development of a 
framework of principles to govern the safe behavior of automated driving systems (ADS) in the future.  The advance notice of proposed rulemaking (ANPRM) was 
submitted to the Federal Register on November 19 and is available online here. 
“This rulemaking will help address legitimate public concerns about safety, security and privacy without hampering innovation in the development of automated 
driving systems,” said U.S. Secretary of Transportation Elaine L. Chao. 
While no ADS-equipped vehicle is available for sale to the public today and widescale deployment of ADS-equipped vehicles is likely years away, NHTSA and others 
have identified elements of a framework necessary for objectively defining and assessing ADS competence. This ANPRM seeks public comment on these elements 
and how they could most appropriately form a framework that provides for motor vehicle safety while also providing flexibility to develop more effective safety 
innovations.  
 “ADS technologies are different from more conventional automotive equipment, and it is necessary and appropriate to consider how ADS standards can and 
should be articulated,” said NHTSA Deputy Administrator James Owens.  “The framework of principles would objectively define, assess, and manage the safety of 
ADS, while ensuring the flexibility to enable further innovation.  NHTSA seeks feedback on the approaches described in the ANPRM.” 

 

FHWA Proposes More Flexible Design Standards to Repair the Nation’s Freeways and Interstates  

Tuesday, November 24, 2020 
FHWA 28-20 
Contact:  Nancy Singer 
Tel.: 202-366-0660 
 
WASHINGTON – The Federal Highway Administration today published a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) to allow State departments of trans portation 
more flexibility with design standards to repair the nation’s freeways and interstate highways.  

“The FHWA proposes to provide regulatory relief to States to address the immediate repair needs of our nation’s roadways without compromi sing safety and 
efficiency,” Federal Highway Administrator Nicole R. Nason said.  

The rule would allow States to develop design standards for resurfacing, restoration and rehabilitation projects—commonly known as RRR—for freeways, 
including those on the interstate system, which has been a longstanding practice for non-freeway projects. 

Consistent with federal law, RRR standards would be required to preserve and extend the service life of the existing road and enhance highway safety. This 
change would allow States to develop RRR freeway projects using a performance-based, flexible approach. 

The RRR standards developed by States would be subject to FHWA approval. FHWA would continue to work with state departments of transportation as they 
develop RRR design standards that integrate safety and cost-effectiveness. 

The rule also proposes to incorporate by reference the latest versions of design standards and standard specifications that have been previously adopted. 

The NPRM is available here. 

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEyMDkuMzE4MDM5ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2ZhYXZpZGVvLnpvb21nb3YuY29tL21lZXRpbmcvcmVnaXN0ZXIvdkpJdGRldXJyemtvRzBaVDVBa2tTRGJfLUhzbllPQ0lJSkUifQ.K1hBI-tIPHy1gU3ON4KwRQNQzIIA0xVOSVkkQ7dWtB4%2Fs%2F1199650380%2Fbr%2F91352370938-l&data=04%7C01%7Clian.li%40dot.gov%7Caf2beb0478d645229f5008d89d4dc30f%7Cc4cd245b44f04395a1aa3848d258f78b%7C0%7C0%7C637432304595010674%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=2fxQjuhsat06DXEYH%2Fg8Od6WvyE%2BDqyyhfvzTIu0rSg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEyMDkuMzE4MDM5ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy50cmFuc3BvcnRhdGlvbi5nb3Yvc2l0ZXMvZG90Lmdvdi9maWxlcy8yMDIwLTAxL2JlbmVmaXQtY29zdC1hbmFseXNpcy1ndWlkYW5jZS0yMDIwXzAucGRmIn0.Kuh94PF583nyRshXUhrrT-D_fw5gJnA17yaNpV6FHps%2Fs%2F1199650380%2Fbr%2F91352370938-l&data=04%7C01%7Clian.li%40dot.gov%7Caf2beb0478d645229f5008d89d4dc30f%7Cc4cd245b44f04395a1aa3848d258f78b%7C0%7C0%7C637432304595010674%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=aTLa133hWL%2Bo8FPrfUYGkGjgHL5VOw9Ww0Cu%2Bo%2FYgjI%3D&reserved=0
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https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/11/24/2020-25679/design-standards-for-highways


USDOT announces first-ever plan targeting pedestrian injuries, fatalities 
BY DOUGLAS CLARK  |   NOVEMBER 25, 2020    

The U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) said its recently released Pedestrian Safety Action Plan seeks to address the reduction of pedestrian injuries and 

fatalities on America’s roads. 

“This unprecedented comprehensive safety effort is focused solely on protecting pedestrians because crossing a street should not be lethal for thousands of adults 

and children every year,” Transportation Secretary Elaine L. Chao said. 

Under the guidance of Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) Administrator Nicole R. Nason and National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) Deputy 

Administrator James Owens, the plan targets NHTSA’s Fatality Analysis Reporting System findings revealing 17 percent of all traffic fatalities last year involved 

pedestrians – noting 6,205 pedestrians were killed in traffic crashes, representing 44 percent more than in 2010. 

“Reducing pedestrian fatalities is a team effort that requires collaboration between federal, state, and local transportation leaders,” Nason said. “We need safer 

roads and this plan provides a road map to get us there.” 

The USDOT maintains the Pedestrian Safety Action Plan endeavors to promote expanded use of countermeasures, technology, and data-driven practices to address 

pedestrian fatalities and injuries. 

“At some point in the day, we are all pedestrians – especially right now, when everyone wants to get outside for some fresh air,” NHTSA Deputy Administrator 

James Owens said. “Everyone has a role to play in ensuring pedestrian safety, and this Pedestrian Safety Action Plan will help communities, drivers, and pedestrians 

take steps to save lives.” 

 
 

Upcoming Webinar on Conducting Pedestrian and Bicyclist Road Safety 

Audits 
 

 

 

Improving Safety with Bicyclist and Pedestrian Road Safety Audits 

Wednesday, January 6, 2021 

1:00-2:30 pm Eastern Time  

Pedestrian and bicyclist road safety audits (RSAs) are valuable tools that can be used by transportation agencies to formally evaluate roadway 

conditions and better understand factors influencing road user safety and comfort. Performing audits of field conditions can provide real-world 

perspectives and valuable contextual information to those charged with developing and implementing safety countermeasures for vulnerable road 

users. RSAs can be used in any phase of project development from planning and preliminary engineering, design and construction. 

  

During this webinar, panelists from VHB and the UNC Highway Safety Research Center will share new guidance from the Federal Highway 

Administration (FHWA), the Pedestrian and Bicyclist Road Safety Audit Guide and Prompt List, demonstrating how this new resource can be used to 

plan and conduct RSAs. Representatives from Caltrans and the City of Albuquerque will share their experiences using RSAs to investigate sites and 

develop safety improvements. 

  

This webinar will be delivered by VHB and the UNC Highway Safety Research Center through a contract to provide training and technical assistance to 

the FHWA-designated Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Focus States and Cities. Click HERE to register. 

 

  

 

 

 
NHTSA Releases Pedestrian Safety Playbook and Active Transportation Data Visualizations 
The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) released a playbook with social media strategies and resources to support Pedestrian Safety 

Month activities. It provides information on vehicle speed enforcement and Walk to School Day activities; distracted drivers and impaired pedestrians; illegal school bus passing; 
and conspicuity/Day Light Saving Time, and older pedestrians. NHTSA also developed two interactive data visualization dashboards displaying pedestrian and bicyclist fatality 
data between 2010 and 2018. Based on Fatality Analysis Reporting System data, the dashboard allows users to view key data by State, year, month, time of day, age group, and 
land type. Click HERE to see the Playbook. 
 

 

https://transportationtodaynews.com/about/editorial-team/#douglasclark
https://pedbikeinfo.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ae385fc8506278c2e453ab5d&id=d11f4f791c&e=82ac91d3e6
https://pedbikeinfo.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ae385fc8506278c2e453ab5d&id=a97609961a&e=82ac91d3e6
https://www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov/sites/tsm.gov/files/2020-09/14727-Pedestrian_Safety_Playbook_200928_v3-tag.pdf


FEDERAL-AID HIGHWAYS: 

States and Local Governments Reported Benefits to Federal Highway Fund Swapping, but Impacts Cannot be Definitively 
Determined 
GAO-21-88: Published: Oct 20, 2020. Publicly Released: Nov 19, 2020. 

The Federal Highway Administration provides funding to states to build and maintain the nation's roads. When using federal dollars states must follow federal 

standards such as paying prevailing wages. Some states established programs in which local agencies swap federal for state dollars. When they do, they follow 

state instead of federal standards. 

In the last 5 years, 15 states reported swapping programs. The amount of highway funds swapped ranged from less than 1% (Indiana) to about 18% (Iowa). Reports 

were mixed on whether this meant lower wages for workers and on other potential effects. 

What GAO Found 

In the past 5 years, 15 states reported they had fund swapping programs, which allow local agencies, such as cities and towns, to swap their state's proposed 

suballocation of federal-aid highway funds for state transportation funds. This exchange allows local agencies to undertake local projects with state funds, rendering 

the projects subject to applicable state and local, rather than federal, requirements. For most states, the reported amount of federal funds swapped is a relatively 

small portion of the state's overall federal-aid apportionment, ranging from less than 1 percent to 12 percent. However, Iowa swapped about 18 percent (or about 

$97 million) of its federal-aid funds in 2019. See figure. 

Percentage of States' Federal-aid Funds Swapped for State Funds 

 
Note: Data are for 2019, except for Alabama, Colorado, New Jersey, and Wisconsin where GAO presents the most recent data these state DOT officials had available. 

Officials GAO interviewed from state departments of transportation (DOTs) and selected local agencies said that they participate in fund swapping because it 

increases project flexibility for local agencies and may result in time and cost savings. Obstacles officials cited included a lack of sufficient state funds to swap with 

local agencies and the absence of state law authorizing fund swapping. 

 

The impact of fund swapping on wages and other federal requirements cannot be definitively determined because, among other reasons, state DOTs generally do 

not track data needed to measure these impacts. For example, state officials said that federal funds swapped by local agencies are combined with other federal 

funds, so they cannot identify which projects were funded with swapped federal dollars. State officials offered mixed views of the impact of swapping on workers' 

wages and other federal requirements. For example, officials in two states that told GAO their states do not have prevailing wage laws said wages paid were not 

impacted by the lack of federal prevailing wage requirements because of economic conditions in their states. Officials in two other states said that the lack of a 

state prevailing wage law potentially enabled contractors to pay their workers less than the federal prevailing wage on swapped projects. 

 

Why GAO Did This Study 

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) provides funding to states to build and maintain the nation's roadways and bridges. States must follow applicable 

federal standards such as laws that require contractors to pay locally prevailing wages. States can make federal funding available to local agencies for projects, but 

the ability of local agencies to comply with federal requirements is a well-documented risk area. Some states have established “fund swapping” programs where 

local agencies swap proposed federal funding with the state in return for state dollars. FHWA does not directly oversee these programs, and no federal statutes or 

regulations authorize or prohibit fund swapping. 

 

GAO was asked to review swapping of federal-aid highway funds and its impact. In this report, GAO describes: (1) the extent to which states and local agencies 

engage in fund swapping; (2) factors affecting whether state and local agencies engage in federal fund swapping; and (3) what is known about the impact fund 

swapping has on prevailing wages paid to workers and other federal requirements. GAO reviewed relevant regulations and reports; sent a questionnaire to officials 

in 50 states; and interviewed officials from 15 state DOTs that reported having swapped funds in the past 5 years and 3 local agencies selected for program size 

and other factors. 

 

The U.S. Department of Transportation provided technical comments, which we incorporated as appropriate. 

For more information, contact Elizabeth Repko at (202) 512-2384 or repkoe@gao.go. 
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Opportunity Zones 

The Department of Transportation has identified transportation assets that fall within Opportunity Zones with the goal of driving investment of all types to these 
important areas. 
 

Despite the growing national economy, economically distressed communities are located in every corner of the United States and its territories. These 
communities have high levels of poverty, failing schools, job scarcity, and a lack of investment.  A new tax incentive—Opportunity Zones—was created to spur 
economic development and job creation by encouraging long-term investment in low-income communities nationwide. 
 

Read about our partner’s roles in Opportunity Zones:  
• Housing and Urban Development: Implementation Plan for The White House Opportunity and Revitalization Council 
• The IRS: Tax reform creates opportunity zone tax incentive  
• Treasury Department Community Development Financial Institutions Fund 

 

The Opportunity Zone designation encourages investment in communities by granting investors extensive Federal tax advantages for using their capital gains to 
finance new projects and enterprises. There are more than 8,700 designated Qualified Opportunity Zones located in all 50 States, the District of Columbia, and 
five United States territories. Of the Qualified Opportunity Zones 40 percent are in rural census tracts, 38 percent are in urban tracts, and 22 percent are in 
suburban tracts.   
 
South Alabama Opportunity Zones 

 
 
https://www.transportation.gov/sites/dot.gov/files/docs/subdoc/906/build-fact-sheet2019.pdf 
 

Transportation Dictionary 
The USDOT released a searchable online dictionary that includes over 9,000 transportation terms and acronyms. The terms were collected from a variety of 
public and private transportation publications and databases. This dictionary presents over 9,000 terms and acronyms related to transportation. The terms and 
acronyms were obtained from various transportation publications and databases which exist within the federal government, private organizations, Canada and 
Mexico.  
Search Tips 
·        Sources are listed in parenthesis after the definition. 
·        None of the searches are case sensitive. Searching for PEDESTRIAN will produce the same results as searching for 
        pedestrian. 
·       The Dictionary searches for the word, phrase or acronym as it is entered and returns all records that match or contain that word, phrase or acronym. For 
example, searching for pedestrian will return records for pedestrian and pedestrian walkway. 
Click HERE for the search engine. 

 

https://www.hud.gov/sites/dfiles/Main/documents/WHORC-Implementation-Plan.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/tax-reform-creates-opportunity-zone-tax-incentive
https://www.cdfifund.gov/Pages/Opportunity-Zones.aspx
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-drop/n-18-48.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-drop/n-18-48.pdf
https://www.transportation.gov/sites/dot.gov/files/docs/subdoc/906/build-fact-sheet2019.pdf
http://www.rita.dot.gov/dictionary/index.xml

